Join Temple Israel's
High Holiday Celebrations
(2020/5781)
Shana Tovah! Though it is true that we cannot physically pray together: with our melodies, prayers and learning, we
can transform our physical houses into sacred spaces. At Temple Israel, we pride ourselves on our commitment to
tradition and modernity, observing customs, but also being innovative. This year we are excited to oﬀer a variety of
virtual experiences that represent these beloved Temple values.
The following live events will be available via Zoom, which will be provided at a later date. We suggest you create
community by viewing these on a TV or large screen in your family or social bubbles. You will need to pre-register.
New to Temple Israel? Please give the oﬃce a call so that we can welcome you to our community.
Contact the Temple oﬃce in advance for any help you need in setting up the technology.

Rosh Hashanah
Friday, Sept 18th
Hineni-I Am Here! 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.: The emphasis of our ﬁrst worship service is centering ourselves and being
present in the moment. In these crazy times, there are a lot of distractions. We will ground ourselves with rituals, song
and learning as we begin the new year. Bring your candles and kiddush cups so we can commence and conclude with
communal blessings as one.
Saturday, Sept 19th
Melodies of Rosh Hashanah, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.: Over recent months, we have craved to hear our traditional holiday
melodies of Avinu Malkeinu, Unetaneh Tokef and Sim Shalom. Join Rabbi Daniel Mikelberg, Student Cantor Daniel
Geigerman, and Temple’s Liturgical Choir as we focus on music to guide us through the ﬁrst half of the morning service.
Climbing Mount Moriah, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.: Our traditional Rosh Hashanah Torah reading is the Binding of
Isaac. We reﬂect on Abraham’s journey with his son Isaac. Was he wearing blinders as he ascended the mountain?
We will hear the Torah blessings and chanting. Rabbi Daniel Mikelberg’s teaching will examine the implicit biases that
we carry.
Sunday, Sept 20th
Communal Tashlich, 2:30 p.m.: We are excited to meet in-person at the parking lot of Mooney’s Bay with a bag full
of crumbs to repent for our transgressions of days past. Our creative, physically distant, Tashlich ritual will also
include an open air live shofar blowing. There are additional locations and times across the city to participate in. Of
course, you can also follow along virtually on Facebook.



Yom Kippur
Sunday, Sept 27th
Kol Nidre, 8:00 p.m.-9:15 p.m.: Each year the
notes of Kol Nidre pierce our soul. Dina Namer on
piano, Nina Gordon’s cello and Daniel Geigerman’s
voice will accompany us on our musical journey.
Please bring your candles to the digital service
so that we can begin with communal blessings.

Calling all
toddlers,
as well as the
young at heart!

Rabbi Mikelberg aka Rabbi
Rogers is back with his friends
Judy and David Gershon.
A fun and fabulous kiddie
centered virtual episodes will
be posted on Facebook on
both Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur.

Monday, Sept 28th
Melodies of Yom Kippur, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.: We will continue our Yom Kippur observance with the melodies of
this solemn day. The morning service will include an interactive Vidui; a confession of the soul for the 21st century.
Choose Life, 11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.: Our traditional morning Torah reading places us at the border of the
Promised Land. The Israelites are instructed to make the best of the opportunity before them. First we will hear
the blessings and chanting, followed by a teaching from Rabbi Steven Garten on our individual and community
responses to the challenges of COVID-19. He will introduce us to the concept of the “Tragedy Test.”
Healing Service, 1:30 p.m.-2:15 p.m.: Many of us use Yom Kippur afternoon to nourish our souls. Join Rabbi Steven
Garten and Lisa Hans on this musical and spiritual journey to heal as a community. This will be a virtual experience, but
a limited amount of participants will be able to participate in person. Please contact the oﬃce to reserve your spot.
Sailing the Waters with Jonah, 2:45pm-3:30 p.m.: Mort Bercovitch will take us on a theatrical journey with his
reading of Jonah. Rabbi Daniel Mikelberg will continue with a text study of this riveting tale of a naïve man trying
to run away from his responsibilities.
Yizkor Memorial Service, 4:00 p.m.-4:45 p.m.: This has been a diﬃcult year for our community as we have lost
so many that are dear to us. Even as we may feel alone, we will join together virtually to grieve, support and carry
the legacy of our loved ones.
Neila Concluding Service, 5:15 p.m.-6:00 p.m.: This has been a holiday season like none other. As the sun
begins to set, we will join together one ﬁnal time for concluding prayers.
Break the Fast, 6:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m.: Have your honey cake and geﬁlte ﬁsh ready for a virtual nosh.
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We’re proud of the eﬀorts of our Temple Israel
Liturgical Choir in producing extraordinary virtual videos
for us to delight in all holiday season.

Make sure to check out Facebook for a host of
additional resources including a shofar blowing
compilation, extra traditional readings,
and so much more…
facebook.com/OttawaTempleIsrael

